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not found jobs and who still have problems
with their incomes.

As President Walesa said in our meeting,
many people in Poland who are unemployed
are unemployed not because there is over-
production in Poland but because the transi-
tion from a Communist-controlled economy
to a free market economy has not been com-
pleted where they live. We have some experi-
ence in dealing with those problems, even
though they are problems everywhere, in-
cluding the United States. And I think we
must do more to help, and we will.

Russia
Q. Mr. President, I’m wondering—a ques-

tion for both of you, sir. I’m wondering about
President Walesa’s lingering concerns about
Russia, and I’m wondering what you have
told him to ease those concerns.

President Clinton. Only he can answer
the first part of the question. But I will say
that from my point of view, we are in better
shape now than we were a few months ago.
Russia has agreed to join the Partnership For
Peace and, therefore, to accept the integrity
of its neighbor’s borders, the prospect of joint
exercises here in Poland and in other coun-
tries, and the premise that NATO will ex-
pand. At the same time, Russia has brought
its deficit down, its inflation rate down, and
continues to privatize its economy.

So, in an uncertain world, I think we are
doing about as well as we can in moving
things in the right direction. And I feel that
we are moving in the direction that will maxi-
mize the chances of reform and democracy
staying alive in all these countries.

President Walesa. Mr. President, my ap-
prehensions amount to 40 percent and my
hopes amount to the other 60. If the United
States continues to extend its assurances of
stability and security in this region of the
world, the proportions will change. As for
today, we should say that the United States
did provide the proper assurances, and the
proportion of hopes keeps expanding all the
time. Russia, a democratic state, is a free-
market economy, is a partner for everyone.

NOTE: The President spoke at 8:25 p.m. at the
Presidential Palace. A tape was not available for
verification of the content of these remarks.
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President and Mrs. Walesa, ladies and gen-
tlemen, it is a tremendous honor for me and
for our party of Americans and for my family
to be here with you in Poland. In this short
time, we have felt already your hospitality
and friendship. And we see that, just as you
rebuilt this wonderful city after World War
II, you are now rebuilding this magnificent
country after communism. You have en-
shrined freedom and democracy, and after
a difficult beginning, you have achieved a
high rate of economic growth. These are trib-
utes to both your people and your leaders.

Mr. President, your personal struggle ever
since the events in Gdansk more than a dec-
ade ago have inspired people everywhere in
the world. In a very real sense, Poland is the
birthplace of the new Europe. And in so
many ways, you are the father of that won-
derful child.

You and many other of your countrymen
and women have proved that individual acts
of courage can change the world. And in a
time when ordinary people all over the world
feel helpless in the face of forces shaping and
changing their lives, you have proved that or-
dinary working people can transform their
own lives.

Poland has the moral support of all the
American people but of two groups, espe-
cially: first, the millions of Polish-Americans
who share your heritage and the love of your
soil and your history and, second, the mem-
bers of the American labor movement who
have supported your struggle from the begin-
ning. And I might say, we are especially glad
tonight to have the leader of our labor move-
ment who has been your supporter from the
beginning, Mr. Lane Kirkland, with us. Wel-
come, sir.

As you said, Mr. President, it is now for
us to build on what has been done. In Poland,
that means a stronger economy and greater
security and more concern for those who
have been left behind. We know the path
of reform is difficult, and special steps must
be taken to help those who have not yet seen
its benefits. Beyond Poland, it means build-
ing a truly united Europe, a Europe united
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economically and in its common support for
democracy and freedom and territorial integ-
rity.

These things are important to the United
States for many reasons. We are on our own
journey of renewal at home. But we know
that in the end, our success depends upon
your success. We seek to be free in a world
more free. We know to be prosperous, the
world must be more prosperous. We know
to be secure, those who believe in the things
that we believe in must also be secure.

So tonight, I urge the people of Poland
to take pride in your achievements and not
to lose hope. The road to the future is not
smooth, but you have known difficulties in
the past far greater. The United States will
stand with you. Our partnership will grow,
and Poland will triumph.

And so I raise my glass, Mr. President, in
a toast to you and Mrs. Walesa and to the
people of Poland.

NOTE: The President spoke at 9:14 p.m. at the
Presidential Palace. A tape was not available for
verification of the content of these remarks.

Address to the Polish Parliament in
Warsaw
July 7, 1994

Thank you very much. Mr. President, Mr.
Prime Minister, Marshal Oleksy, Mr. Speak-
ers, and representatives of the people of Po-
land: I am honored to stand before you today
in this chamber, at the heart of Poland’s de-
mocracy. I know that you have extended your
session in order to hear me today, and I am
very grateful for your hospitality.

We gather today to honor a friendship that
is as old as my Nation. And we honor ties
that grow stronger every day. We admire the
contributions that Polish-Americans, millions
of them, have made and are making to our
Nation’s strength. And we celebrate the cul-
tural ties that bind our peoples. But at this
moment of decision in history, in this time
of renewal for Poland and for the United
States, Poland has come to mean something
even greater, for your success is crucial to
democracy’s future in Central and Eastern
Europe, and indeed, all across the globe.

It has been said that if it were not for the
people of Poland, democracy might have per-
ished on the continent of Europe a half-cen-
tury ago. For it was the Polish mathemati-
cians from the laboratories of Poznan who
broke the secrets of the Enigma Code, what
Winston Churchill called the most important
weapon against Hitler and his armies. It was
these code-breakers who made possible the
great Allied landings at Normandy, when
American, English, French, Canadian, and
yes, Free Polish forces joined together to lib-
erate this continent, to destroy one terrible
tyranny that darkened our century.

Yet, alone among the great Allied armies
who fought in Normandy, the Poles did not
return to a liberated land. Your fathers in-
stead returned to a nation that had been laid
waste by its invaders. Then one would-be
conqueror gave way to another, and an Iron
Curtain fell across your borders, a second
foreign tyranny gripped your people and your
land.

It was here in Poland that all those who
believe communism could not stand, first
found their hopes fulfilled; here that you
began to hammer on the Iron Curtain and
force the first signs of rust to appear; here
that brave men and women, workers and citi-
zens, led by Solidarnosc, understood that nei-
ther consciousness nor economics can be or-
dered from above; here that you showed the
peoples of Central and Eastern Europe that
with hearts and hands alone, democracy
could triumph.

But I come here today not simply to recall
the events of 50 years past or even to rejoice
at those of 5 years ago, for others have done
that and done it very well. Instead, I come
to the heart of a new, democratic Central
Europe to look ahead, to speak of how we
can reverse the legacies of stagnation and op-
pression, of fear and division; how we can
eradicate the artificial lines through Europe’s
heartland imposed by half a century of divi-
sion, and how we can help chart a course
toward an integrated Europe of sovereign
free nations.

The challenges our generation faces are
different from those our parents faced. They
are problems that in many cases lack pressing
drama. They require quiet and careful solu-
tions. They will not yield easily. And if we

VerDate 14-MAY-98 15:30 May 19, 1998 Jkt 010199 PO 00001 Frm 00035 Fmt 1244 Sfmt 1244 C:\TERRI\P27JY4.008 INET03


